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AGENDA FOR DEVELOPMENT

Letter dated 30 September 1994 from the Minister for Foreign
Affairs of Tunisia addressed to the Secretary-General

As the representative of the current Chairman of the Organization of
African Unity, | have the honour to convey to you the declaration of the
Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the Organization of African Unity, which they
adopted at the ministerial meeting held on 29 September 1994.
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| should be grateful if you would have this declaration circulated as a
document of the General Assembly under agenda items 32, 33, 43, 44, 79, 88, 89,
90 and 92.

(Signed ) Habib BEN YAHIA
Minister for Foreign Affairs
of Tunisia
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ANNEX

Declaration adopted by the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the
Organization of African Unity at New York on 29 September 1994

We, the Ministers for Foreign Affairs of the States members of the
Organization of African Unity, meeting in New York on 29 September 1994,

Having considered the changes and events which have occurred throughout the
world and which have strong political, economic and social implications for
countries in all categories; noting that a number of measures have been taken
with a view to the reform and revitalization of the United Nations system, to
enable it to respond more effectively to the aspirations of the Member States in
the area of security and in the economic and social sectors; and emphasizing the
need for continuous monitoring and evaluation of the United Nations reform
process,

Declare solemnly that:

1. The reform measures adopted must be applied with flexibility in order to
ensure that the United Nations gives increased attention to the socio-economic
development questions which remain critical in Africa, the least developed

region. Henceforward, all the decisions adopted should be implemented, so as to
enable the United Nations to carry out effectively and efficiently its policies

and programme of operational activities.

2. The United Nations, its subsidiary organs and the specialized agencies are
the principal mechanisms for carrying out world policies designed to tackle the
matters of common interest discussed and adopted by the United Nations. In this
respect, we emphasize that the General Assembly has a cardinal role in the
supervision of all United Nations organs and in the preparation of an
international consensus with respect to economic, social, political and related
matters. We state further that, although Africa undoubtedly supports the
reorganization of the United Nations, including the reorganization of the
agencies responsible for operational activities for development, those reforms
should not hamper its effective and favourable participation in the work of
those organs.

3. We reaffirm that the United Nations Secretariat has a major role to play in
devising and carrying out world policies. In this respect, a more equitable
representation in the higher-echelon posts and at the decision-making levels at
Headquarters would facilitate the strengthened delivery of programmes of

interest to Africa. As regards the United Nations New Agenda for the
Development of Africa in the 1990s, it is imperative to establish an appropriate
high-level department, in addition to the current Africa coordination office, to
monitor and implement the programmes designed to meet Africa’s development
concerns as reflected in the New Agenda.

4. We invite all the parties to the negotiation of the draft resolution
establishing a diversification fund for Africa’s commodities to demonstrate
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flexibility so that the resolution may be adopted in the course of this forty-
ninth session of the General Assembly.

5. We welcome the conclusion, on 17 June 1994, at Paris, of the International
Convention on the Control of Desertification in Countries Seriously Affected by
Drought and/or Desertification, particularly in Africa. We welcome the opening

of the Convention for signature at Paris on 14 and 15 October 1994, and we urge
all Member States to sign and ratify it as soon as possible.

6. We reaffirm that the socio-economic situation of Africa remains very
perturbing and warrants particular attention on the part of the United Nations
system and the international community. At the same time, we recognize that
other regions of the world also have pressing problems.

7. We appeal also to the international community, especially the developed
countries, to assume commitments favourable to Africa in the framework of the

World Summit for Social Development, to be held at Copenhagen in March 1995, the
Fourth World Conference on Women, to be held at Beijing in September 1995, and
United Nations Conference on Human Settlements (Habitat 1l), to be held at

Istanbul in June 1996.

8. We welcome the Fourth World Conference on Women, and we reaffirm our
support for the convening at Dakar in November 1995 of the regional preparatory
conference. We emphasize the necessity of a platform of action to deal with the
critical social and economic situation of African women. In this respect, we
appeal to the international community to ensure that the results of the
Conference are carried out and monitored.

9. We reaffirm the important and constructive role which Africa should play in
the formulation of world policies, and we therefore reject the marginalization

of the African continent. While recognizing that other regions also are
experiencing pressing problems, we maintain that the situation of Africa is
particularly acute and warrants special attention.

10. We continue to regard the Bretton Woods institutions as important for the
promotion of international economic development. At the same time, development
aid to Africa would have a greater impact if it reflected policies and

strategies as mapped out by the Africans themselves. In this respect, the
improved coordination of the activities of the Bretton Woods institutions and

the activities of the United Nations would be a step in the right direction.

Such coordination, in Africa’s view, would, if OAU was fully associated with it,
be extremely conducive to the implementation of the United Nations New Agenda
for the Development of Africa in the 1990s. The Bretton Woods institutions
should be accountable to the United Nations, in accordance with the provisions
of Articles 57 and 63 of the Charter of the United Nations.

11. We hope that the agenda for development to be drawn up at the forty-ninth
session of the General Assembly will make concrete and action-oriented
recommendations and will define specific and practical ways of applying those
recommendations.
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12. We welcome the forthcoming entry into force on 16 November 1994 of the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, and we appeal to States to sign
and ratify the Agreement relating to Part XI adopted in July 1994.

13. We note with regret that the resources allocated to United Nations

operational activities for development continue to decline, in spite of the
commitment on the part of the developed countries to increase their share of
assistance to 0.7 per cent of GNP. In this respect, we appeal to the developed
countries to set up a more predictable and more reliable financing mechanism, in
conjunction with the international cooperation commitments assumed in the

context of the resolutions of the General Assembly. We are referring more
especially to the Declaration on International Economic Cooperation, in

particular the Revitalization of Economic Growth and Development of the
Developing Countries, adopted at the eighteenth special session; the

International Development Strategy for the Fourth United Nations Development
Decade; the Declaration on the Right to Development; the United Nations New
Agenda for the Development of Africa in the 1990s; the Programme of Action for
the Least Developed Countries for the 1990s; the Cartagena Commitment adopted by
the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development at its eighth session;
the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development and Agenda 21, adopted by the
United Nations Conference on Environment and Development, together with other
agreements and conventions adopted by the Conference; the Cairo Declaration on
Population and Development; and the consensus on the eradication of poverty and
social degradation and disintegration, which is scheduled for adoption at the
conclusion of the World Summit for Social Development, to be held at Copenhagen
in March 1995.

14. We invite the developed countries, in the governing bodies of the
multilateral financing institutions, to hold negotiations with the developing
countries, particularly those in Africa, for the purpose of alleviating or
reducing their multilateral debts.

15. We welcome the appeal made by Mr. Zini El-Abidine Ben Ali, President of the
Republic of Tunisia and current Chairman of OAU, at the meeting of the seven
principal industrialized countries held at Naples, Italy, in July 1994, calling

for the elimination or reduction of the debt of African countries.

16. We again state that the question of the external debt remains the most
serious obstacle to the efforts we are making to mobilize resources for
development, and we urge that a durable and comprehensive solution to the debt
guestion should be found as soon as possible. In this respect, we support the
initiative of the Movement of Non-Aligned Countries with respect to debt, as it

was elaborated at the conference of ministers of non-aligned countries on debt

and development, held at Jakarta from 13 to 15 August 1994, and we request that
the report and recommendations of that Conference be considered at the current
session of the General Assembly.

17. We reiterate our appeal to the United Nations system and the international
community to provide effective support to the OAU machinery for conflict
prevention, management and resolution.
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18. We recommend that the composition of the Security Council should reflect
the current realities of international life, including the end of the cold war,

the democratization process, which should be extended to the intergovernmental
organs, and the increase in the membership of the United Nations. In this
respect, at least two permanent seats, with their accompanying prerogatives,
should be reserved for Africa. The members of the Security Council could be
elected eventually on the basis of equitable geographical representation.

19. The efforts made by the United Nations in conflict prevention and in
maintaining or promoting a lasting peace should be in strict compliance with the
provisions of the Charter relating to national sovereignty, territorial

integrity and non-intervention in the internal affairs of Member States. They
should also include the establishment of early warning systems, the dispatch to
potential conflict areas of fact-finding or observer missions, and the
establishment of observer posts in tension-filled areas, with emphasis on
confidence-building measures.

20. The deplorable proliferation of conflicts within and between States which
has followed upon the end of the cold war demonstrates that innovative
approaches to conflict prevention, management and resolution are required. We
stress the multidimensional nature of the conflicts, and we are of the view that
the maintenance of peace and security should encompass political, social,
economic, humanitarian and other considerations of relevance to development.

21. The proliferation of conflicts and crises throughout the world has strained
the capacity of the United Nations to be effective and decisive in carrying out
peace-keeping activities in the afflicted countries. We are perturbed by the
increasingly marked trend towards selective treatment of crises in different
regions of the world and by the reluctance of Member States to act rapidly to
meet the requirements of peace-keeping operations. In this context, the United
Nations should strengthen its cooperation with the regional organizations,
including OAU, in the spirit of Chapter VIII of the Charter, which provides for
contributions to regional agencies of technical, logistic and financial

assistance.

22. We note with satisfaction that the war in Rwanda, which inflicted
unprecedented human suffering and tragedy, has ended. We are also pleased to
note that a new government has been installed in Kigali, and we appeal to it to
establish a climate that will facilitate the prompt return of the refugees. The
efforts made by the Secretary-General to assist Rwanda and the neighbouring
States to cope with the delicate situation in the region created by the exodus

of population groups are to be commended. The adoption of measures to set up an
international tribunal for the prosecution of perpetrators of heinous crimes in
Rwanda should be expedited. In so far as the political problem is concerned, we
recommend that it should be considered in the spirit of the duly amended Arusha
Peace Agreement, under the auspices of OAU.

23. We welcome the satisfactory progress made in preparing for democratic
elections in Mozambique, which should finally mark the end of the long conflict
in that country.
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24. We note with regret that the situation in Somalia is continuing to
deteriorate. We therefore urge that the United Nations Operation in Somalia
should be maintained until the necessary arrangements are made for the election
of a new government in Somalia.

25. We are following with interest the negotiations between the Government of
Angola and UNITA which are being held in Zambia, and we invite the two parties
to demonstrate flexibility with a view to reaching an amicable agreement as soon
as possible.

26. We note with satisfaction that the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya has accepted
Security Council resolution 731 (1992), and we appreciate the positive steps
which it has taken towards ending the crisis and the confrontation with France,
the United Kingdom and the United States of America. We welcome the
condemnation by the Libyan Arab Jamabhiriya of international terrorism and those
who encourage or practise international terrorism. In noting the physical and
human suffering which the people of the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya and neighbouring
countries continue to endure as a result of the sanctions imposed by Security
Council resolutions 748 (1992) and 883 (1993) and the fact that the dispute has
not been settled, we appeal to the parties to avoid any escalation of the
dispute and to work towards a peaceful solution that will safeguard their
interests, in accordance with Chapter VI of the Charter of the United Nations.

In this respect, we welcome resolution 5373 adopted by the League of Arab
States, which provides a good basis for a just and peaceful settlement of the
crisis. We favour the lifting of sanctions while the dialogue continues.

27. We hope that the landmark occasion of the commemoration of its fiftieth
anniversary will provide the United Nations with an opportunity to review its
achievements and renew its institutions; to undertake its reforms so as to be
able to deal with world problems adequately, in this new era of international
relations; and to be more receptive to the aspirations of Africa with respect to
sustained and lasting economic growth and development.

28. We endorse the joint African position on the reform of the United Nations
and related matters, and we decide to request the Secretary-General of the
United Nations to issue this declaration as a document of the General Assembly
at the forty-ninth session.



