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ADMINISTRATIVE AND BUDGETARY ASPECTS OF THE FINANCING
OF UNITED NATIONS PEACE-KEEPING OPERATIONS

Effective planning, budgeting and administration of
peace-keeping operations

Report of the Secretary-General

1. The purpose of the present report is to update the information contained in
the report of the Secretary-General on the subject (A/48/945) submitted to the
General Assembly at its forty-eighth session. By its decision 48/459 of
29 July 1994, the General Assembly deferred to its forty-ninth session
consideration of that report.

2. An update of the status of action taken in response to issues raised by the
Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions (ACABQ) (A/48/945,
annex I) appears in the annex to the present report.

3. In connection with the financial authority for peace-keeping operations,
the Chairman of the Advisory Committee made a statement to the Fifth Committee
on 25 August 1994 (A/C.5/48/SR.76) in connection with its consideration of the
financing of the United Nations Assistance Mission to Rwanda, in which he drew
attention, inter alia , to the possibility of raising the level of the
$10 million commitment authority which the Advisory Committee is currently
authorized by the General Assembly to grant the Secretary-General, under the
resolution concerning unforeseen and extraordinary expenses, in respect of any
decision taken by the Security Council. The Chairman had noted that the
$10 million limit had been set at a time when the level of expenditures for
peace-keeping operations was much smaller. The General Assembly, in its
decision 48/479 B of 14 September 1994, concurred with the observations
of ACABQ.

4. In that context, the Secretary-General has reviewed the matter, taking into
account the level of expenditures incurred for start-up costs or expanded

94-40957 (E) 311094 /...



A/49/557
English
Page 2

activities in recent years, and is of the view that the level of commitment
authority, established at $10 million in 1961, when there were only four peace-
keeping operations, should be increased. It is therefore proposed that the
General Assembly increase the amount that can be concurred in by the Advisory
Committee for commitment authority to the Secretary-General to $50 million so as
to ensure timely and effective response, prior to approval by the General
Assembly of the budget for a given peace-keeping operation.
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