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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The Second Committee held a substantive debate on agenda item 96 (see

A/ 51/ 604, para. 2). Action on questions not related to specific sub-itens was
taken at the 34th and 37th neetings, on 12 Novenber and 2 Decenber 1996. An
account of the Committee's consideration of the itemis contained in the

rel evant sumary records (A/C 2/51/ SR 34 and 37).

1. CONSI DERATI ON OF DRAFT RESOLUTI ONS A/ C. 2/51/L.23 AND L. 45
2. At the 34th neeting, on 12 Novenber, the representative of Costa Rica, on
behal f of the States Menbers that are nenmbers of the Goup of 77 and China,
i ntroduced a draft resolution (A/C 2/51/L.23) entitled "Conmuni cation for

devel opnent programres in the United Nations systent, which read:

"The General Assenbly,

"Noting the report of the Secretary-General on conmunication for
devel opnent programes in the United Nations system?! as well as the report
prepared by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural

* The report of the Conmttee on this agenda itemw || be issued in several
parts, under the synmbol A/51/604 and addenda.
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Organi zation on the sixth Inter-Agency Round Table on Communication for
Devel opnent, held in Harare from2 to 5 Septenber 1996

"Recalling its resolution 50/130 of 20 Decenber 1995 on comuni cation
for devel opnent progranmes in the United Nations system

"1. Takes note with satisfaction of the report of the Secretary-
General ;*!

"2. Considers that informal round tables, such as the sixth
I nter-Agency Round Tabl e on Communi cati on for Devel opnent organized in
Harare by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultura
Organi zation, constitute an effective nechani smof inter-agency cooperation
and coordi nation for pronoting and advanci ng conmuni cati on for devel opnent
due to, inter alia, their grass-roots participation, their openness to
partners outside the United Nations systemand the outreach of their
out cones;

"3. Recognizes the inmportance of strengthening the intergovernnenta
process within the United Nations systemin the field of comunicati on and
devel opnent ;

"4, Takes note of the recomendati ons contained in the report of the
sixth Round Table, and invites all actors in devel opment at the country
| evel , including the agencies, organizations, funds and programes of the
United Nations system to take the observations contained in the report
i nto consideration when planning and i npl enenti ng projects and programres,
wi th the cooperation of the resident coordinator;

"5, Stresses the need to support participatory communi cation for
devel opnent as an inportant process for increasing people's participation,
encour agi ng di al ogue and the ownership of devel opnent efforts by their
beneficiaries, and contributing to the enpowernent of people for
devel opnent ;

"6. Recognizes the relevance for policy nmakers and deci si on makers at
all levels to give increased priority to comunication for devel opment, and
hence to include it as an integral conponent in every devel opnent project
or prograne;

"7. Recommends that the next informal round table be held in the
Latin Anerican and Cari bbean region to build upon the nmeetings held in Asia
and Africa so as to be close to the reality and needs of the devel opi ng
countries, wthout |osing sight of global perspectives, and invites Menber
States to cooperate with the rel evant agenci es, organizations, funds and
programes of the United Nations systemin the regul ar conveni ng of
i nformal round tables on comunication for devel opnent, with the ful
participation of the international financial institutions at the country
| evel ;

"8. Reaffirns the paranount inportance of financial cooperation and
the transfer of technology in the context of comunication for devel opnent
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programes and projects, and calls upon the international community and the
organi zations of the United Nations systemto assist Governnents in

i ntroduci ng technol ogi es and i nnovati ve nmet hods for enhanci ng comruni cati on
for devel opnent;

"9. Stresses that resources nobilization remains an inportant
objective for capacity-building in the area of conmunication for
devel opnent ;

"10. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with the
Director-General of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cul tural
Organi zation, the agency with the principal nmandate in the field of
conmuni cation in the United Nations system to report to the General
Assenbly at its fifty-third session on the inplenentation of the present
resol ution, in accordance with the periodicity that was agreed upon in
Assenbly resol ution 50/130."

3. At the 37th neeting, on 2 Decenber, the Vice-Chairman of the Committee,

M. Mhanmmad Reza Hadji Karim Djabbary (Islamc Republic of Iran), introduced a
draft resolution (A/C 2/51/L.45), subnitted on the basis of infornal
consultations held on draft resolution A/C 2/51/L. 23.

4. At the sane neeting, the Conmittee adopted draft resolution A/C 2/51/L. 45
(see para. 6).

5. In the light of the adoption of draft resolution A/C. 2/51/L.45, draft
resolution A/C 2/51/L.23 was wi thdrawn by its sponsors.

[11. RECOMVENDATI ON OF THE SECOND COWM TTEE
6. The Second Comm ttee recomends to the General Assenbly the adoption of the

following draft resol ution:

Communi cation for devel opnent progranmes in the
United Nations system

The Ceneral Assenbly,

Taki ng note of the report of the Secretary-General on conmunication for
devel opnent programes in the United Nations system? as well as the report
prepared by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
on the sixth Inter-Agency Round Table on Comruni cation for Devel opment, held at
Harare from2 to 5 Septenber 1996, and the report of the Joint Inspection Unit
entitled "Conmuni cation for devel opnment programmes in the United Nations

2 A/ 51/ 314.
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systenf® and the comments of the Administrative Committee on Coordination
t her eon, *

1. Recalls its resolution 50/130 of 20 Decenber 1995 on conmuni cation for
devel opnent programres in the United Nations system

2. Consi ders that informal round tables, such as the sixth Inter-Agency
Round Tabl e on Comuni cation for Devel opment, organi zed at Harare by the United
Nat i ons Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, can constitute a
not abl e mechani sm of inter-agency cooperation and coordination for pronoting and
advanci ng conmmuni cation for devel opnent, owing, inter alia, to their openness to
partners outside the United Nations systemand the outreach of their outcones;

3. Recogni zes the inportance of addressing the issue of conmunication for
devel opnent within the intergovernmental processes of the United Nations system
according to the respective nandates of the agenci es concerned;

4. Takes note of the report of the Secretary-Ceneral on comunication for
devel opnent programes in the United Nations system? and invites the agencies,
organi zati ons, funds and programmes of the United Nations systemto take the
recomendati ons contained in the report into consideration when planning and
i npl enenting rel evant projects and programes, with the cooperation of the
resi dent coordi nator;

5. Recogni zes the rel evance for concerned actors in devel opment at the
country level, including policy makers and deci sion nakers at all levels, to

attribute increased i mportance to conmuni cation for devel opnment, and encourages
themto include it, in an appropriate nmanner, as an integral conponent in the
devel opnent of projects and programes;

6. Stresses the need to support two-way conmuni cation systens that enabl e
di al ogue and that allow comrunities to speak out, express their aspirations and
concerns and participate in the decisions that relate to their devel opnent;

7. Acknowl edges the interest in holding the next informal round table in
the Latin Anerican and Cari bbean region, to build upon the neetings held in Asia
and Africa, and invites interested States to cooperate with the rel evant
agenci es, organizations, funds and programes of the United Nations systemin
t he convening of these informal round tables on comunication for devel opnent,
with the participation of the international financial institutions and the
regi onal banks, at the country | evel

8. Reaffirns the inportance of resource nobilization, including financia
cooperation, the transfer of technol ogy and capacity-building for comrunication
i n devel opnent progranmes and projects, and calls upon the internationa
communi ty and organi zations of the United Nations systemto assist devel oping

3 A/ 50/ 126- E/ 1995/ 20, annex.

4 A 50/ 126/ Add. 1- E/ 1995/ 20/ Add. 1, annex.
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countries in introducing technol ogi es and i nnovative net hods for enhancing
conmuni cati on for devel opnent;

9. Requests the Secretary-General, in consultation with the Director-
Ceneral of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
in accordance with the agency's mandate, to informthe General Assenbly
officially, at its fifty-third session, under an appropriate agenda item on the
i npl enentati on of the present resolution, in accordance with the periodicity
t hat was agreed upon in Assenbly resol ution 50/ 130.



