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. 1 NTRODUCTI ON

1. The Second Committee held a substantive debate on agenda item 97 (see

A/ 51/ 605, para. 2). Action on questions not related to specific sub-itens was
taken at the 26th and 37th neetings, on 5 Novenber and 2 Decenber 1996. An
account of the Committee's consideration of the itemis contained in the

rel evant sumary records (A/C 2/51/ SR 26 and 37).

1. CONSI DERATI ON OF DRAFT RESOLUTION A/ C. 2/51/L.11

2. At the 26th neeting, on 5 Novenber 1996, the representative of the Russian
Federation, on behalf of Belarus, Georgia, Latvia, the Russian Federation,

Taj i ki stan and Ukraine, introduced a draft resolution entitled "Application of
the principles of the Rio Declaration on Environnment and Devel opnent in

i nternational cooperation on the environnent" (A/C 2/51/L.11), which read:

"The General Assenbly,

"Recalling the principles contained in the Rio Declaration on
Envi ronnent and Devel opnent, in particular, those stating that States have
a sovereign right to exploit their own natural resources, pursuant to their
envi ronnent al and devel opnental policies, and the responsibility to ensure
that activities within their jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to

* The report of the Conmttee on this itemw || be issued in several parts,
under the synmbol A/51/605 and addenda.
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the environnent of other States or of areas beyond the limts of nationa
jurisdiction,

"Recalling also that, in view of the different contributions to globa
envi ronnent al degradati on, States have conmon but differentiated
responsi bilities, and standards applied by some countries may be
i nappropriate or of unwarranted econom c and social cost to other
countri es,

"Recalling further that one of the goals of international |aw making
on environnment and sustai nabl e devel opnent, as contained in Agenda 21, is
to pronote and support the effective participation of all countries
concerned, in particular, developing countries, in the negotiation
i npl enent ati on, review and governance of international agreenents or
i nstruments, including the provision of appropriate technical and financia
assi stance and ot her avail abl e mechani sns for that purpose and the use of
differential obligations, where appropriate, and also to pronote
i nternational standards for the protection of the environnent which take
into account the different situations and capabilities of countries,

"1, Calls upon the international community to apply, where necessary,
the principle of common but differentiated responsibility in ongoing
i nternational cooperation on the protection of the environment and in
efforts to inplenment existing instrunents of international environmenta
| aw and the el aboration of new instrunments, and to continue to take fully
i nto account specific circunmstances and requirenents, in particular, those
of devel opi ng countries and countries with economes in transition, thus
facilitating their conpliance with their obligations under internationa
agr eenent s;

"2. Strongly calls upon the international comunity to provide
assi stance and support for effective participation of all concerned
countries in the inplenentation of their commtnents in the field of
envi ronnent and sust ai nabl e devel opnent, inter alia, through technical and
financial assistance and the use of other appropriate nechani sns, including
bil ateral and regional channels and nultilateral institutions and funds;

"3. lnvites the Secretary-Ceneral, in the course of preparations for
t he special session of the General Assenbly, called for the purpose of
overall review and appraisal of the inplenentation of Agenda 21, to submt
i nformati on on the application of the principles contained in the Rio
Decl arati on and proposals on further neasures regarding their full account
in international |aw making and other forns of cooperation on the
envi ronnent and devel opnent;

"4. lnvites the General Assenbly at its special session in 1997 to
consi der the issue of the application of the principles in the R o
Declaration in different |legal instruments adopted so far, with particul ar
focus on the role played by the United Nations and its bodies, and to
suggest recomrendati ons on further devel opment of international law in the
field of sustainable devel opnent.”
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3. At the 37th neeting, on 2 Decenber, the Vice-Chairman of the Committee,

M. Mhammad Reza Hadji Karim Dj abbary (lslam c Republic of Iran), informed the
Committee that, in the light of the adoption of draft resolution A/C 2/51/L.41
(see A/51/605/Add. 2, para. 8), draft resolution A/C. 2/51/L.11 was w t hdrawn by
its sponsors.



